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begs and chiefs, allied in kindred, and of various rank;
of these, cross-descent has often made it impossible
to say whether Turkoman, Koordish, Circassian, or
Georgian predominates in their blood and brain. There
are also a few negroes, lively and dashing, gaudily
dressed, and noisy as elsewhere; great favourites
among all.

Such was our cavalcade, though varying from time
to time as to the precise individuals whq composed it,
some dropping off and others replacing them, for a
good month. Every day in the saddle, morning and
afternoon, we traced from village to village, by valley
and mountain, a serpentine line, from Ears down to
Kagizmand, at the north-western foot of Ararat, close
under the eVariegated Mountain' already mentioned.
Throughout this district, called of Kagizmand, the
Koordish element is numerically superior. Then up by
the strange ruins of Ani, once capital of Armenia, and
described by Sir W. Hamilton, now utterly desolate,
through the great districts of Lower and Upper Shoo-
ragel; here the Turkoman population much out-
numbers all others. So is it also in the yet higher-
lying province of Ardahan, north, which we next
visited; while in the two Ajarahs, higher and lower,
which we last traversed, till, through the noble forests
and wild ravines of the mountain-chain, we reached the
shores of the Black Sea near Batoum, Georgian and
Circassian blood prevails over all other. But in what
regards administration, feeling, and tendency, all these
provinces are in fact one, governed by the same rulers,
and bound together by community of interest, religion,
and even topography.

The entire length of our line of journey was 450
miles ; the district itself comprises about 20,000 square,
miles ; the fixed population, to the best of my reckoning